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LOAD COCHRANE, 


Such ts the foree of maligmity, such 


e stull to be found men, who pvo- 


2 
ifiss to be the strenuous advocates of 
{ 


uch and liberty, who are anxious, not- 


Pwithstandiag the incontrovertible proofs 


o& 


Pwoich have been adduced to the contrary, 


that my Lord Cochrane should be regarded 


mas that guilty wretch, which it is the in- 
Hterest of corruption he should be regarded 
ethrougheut the country. ‘To see the tools 
po! Lis eppressors active in endeavouring to 
prob his Lordship of his weil merited fame; 


to wituess-a vile and prostituted press le- 


'vclling their shafts ef malice against him, 
sand making, as it were, a last bold effort 
to turn the scales of public opiaion ; does 


no’ in the deagt siuprisc me. Jt) is the’ 
business of these mci to” ktep-theomask 
over corruption; it is natural, therefore, 


plo expect them active 1p this dark and 
Sduty work. 
profess to be the defenders of innocence 


But to behold men, who 


who are constantly beasting of their at- 


Ptechment to truth, of their adherence to 


puncile, and of their firm determination 


}{o resist oppression; to perceive men like 


tocse, seckingg on every occasion, and in 
every occurrence, a cause for censuring 


‘the coaduct of Lord Cochrane, is an 


enigma so inexplicable, that I feel. much 
disposed to guestion the sincerity of their 
pretensions to the name of Patriots. Even 
although appearances might, at one time, 
seem to militate against his Lordship, is 
he to he condemned on that account? Has 
he no right to be heard ? and is the mere 
pe ditt of the acevser to he held a final 
verdict ? His most avowed enemies, who 
are well known to be the creatures of cor- 
Tuntion, do not carry their views so far as 
this. Yet there are men, and men too, 
wo would fain have the world believe. 
that they are the friends of my. Lord 
Cochrane, jealous of his honour, «pd par- 
tie ‘ators in his triumphs, who hesitate not 


his Lordship’s cnemics think ft, in the 


© Join in the ery of accnsstion, whenever | 





rales would not have a this ciscumstanes 
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rage of disappointment, to prefer new 
charges agaist him.---1 hope at was not 
some such kend jricad as tis who advised 


hi depravity of some ninuds, that there his Lords!:ip to tKecp from the pubic eye, 


so long as uas been done, the letiers which 
Tam now about to publish, and which I 
expected long ago to have seen in all the 
newspapers. ‘They were written Ly De 
Rerenger to my Loid Cochrane, since Lis 
commitment to the Bench. 1 read them 
fourteen days ago; at which time also { 
saw printed slips, which had been pre- 
viously prepared by his Lordship’s order, 
for the purpose of being sent for publica- 
tion to the London newspapers. ‘These 
letters appeared to me of so little conse- 
quence, a8 contaming, in themsclves, 80 
complete a refutation of the charge, which 
the writer meant to prefer, that it appeared 
to me the best way to send them forth 
without any comment. Tomy Lord Coch 
rave, | am sure, jt was of no consequence 
how they were published. He, I am cer- 
ain, felt no way uneasy about the base ine 
sinuations which they co:.tained. His 
only wish was, that it should not be sup- 
posed, ia any quarter, that he was af-ard 
to make their contents known; and, it 
will easily be perceived, that if his Lord- 
ship had not been actuated by this feeling, 
he would not heve so readily given erders 
to prepare them for the pregss.-.-He was 
prevented, however, at that time fiom 
sending them to the newspapers, in cone 
sequerce, as is now said, of their nct being 
thought “ svflicicnt!y interesting for pub- 
lication.”---I do not know who gave such 
an opinion, nor do I care; but this I 
know that the pyinted s'ips were deliyered 
up to his Lordship’s fix nds. T afterwards 
heard, that they had thought it »dviseable 
to tranamit them to Lord Sidmouth,---I 
om now, however, told that tiis wes a 
mistake, and that. they were aft rwards 
returied to my Lord Cochrane. Be this 
og it mav, I cannot help regretting, thot 
his Lordship was diverted frem bis ovipir a} 
warpose of sending them to the newspr pert, 
Had this been done at that tite, bis ene. 
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to work upon, in order to excite public 
prejudice; neither would it have been ne- 
cessarv now, to counteract, by any C€Xx- 
planation, the vile and cowardly insinua- 
tion, which has since appeared in the 
Morning Post, andin the Morning Herald, 
that the letters “had been kept back from 


fear onthe part of his Lords sip. As to 


the letters themselves, I have already said, 
that they appear to me to contain a com- 

lete refutation of the charge iitended to 
be preferred against my Lord Cochrane. 
Besides, supposing they had beea no-way 
contradictory; supposing De Berenger 
had not acknowledg:/ himself, as he now 
does, to be the real De Bourg, whi'e at the 
same moment he contends that he is z70- 
cent, he would have been too late in his 
appeal; for there is not, I wil! venture to 
say, one man amongst ten thousand, who 
will believe a word he says aiter the at- 
tempt he made to establish an a//b7, by the 
perjury (if what De Berenger now says is 
true,) of four or five witnesses. Whether 
he is the real De Bourg, or not, the reader 
wi!l not fail to remark, that the letter, 
signed * Dundonald,” which the enemies 
of my Lord Cochrane gave to the public, 
but which completely failed ia its purpose ; 


that this contemptible letter was dated the. 


10th of July; and that the one given 
below, in which De Berencer professes 
to make a confession of his guilt, and 
eharges my Lord Cochrane, his uncle, and 


Mr. Butt, with being parties to the hoax, | 


es dated on the 11th of July, only one day 
after the former. So rem2rkable a coinci- 
denee justifies the suspicion, that both 
letters may have originated from the same 
source. Whatever may be in this, it is 
clear, that though De Berenger threaten- 
ed to publish a copy of his letter, if my 
Lord Cochrane declined answering it, he 
has never thoucht proper to take that step. 
J do uot know what may be the sentiments 


of the writers of the Moraine Post, and | 


Morning Herald respecting Lord Coch- 
Trane’s cowrage ; but I suspect much, the 
majority of people will think with me, that 
the conduct which De Berenger has 
thought proper to pursue, in this instance, 
was more the result of fear, of a conscious- 
ness that he had committed to writing, for 
private consideration, and, what appears 
more than probable, for private ends, what 
he dared not publish to the world. 

13, Green-street, April 27th, 1814. 

_ Sin,——Having, F trust, given ample 

me and opportunity to those who have en- 


from your own mouth the circumstarce 


myself no longer to delay this my earnes 
request, that you will ailord me that expla. 





Colonel Le Marchant, which have a. 
| peared in the public papers.—I am, Su, 
your obedient servant, 

Baron de Berenger. (Signed) Cocurayt, 


My Lorop, 


being able to assure you that ere it arrived, 
my voluntary confutation of Mr. Le 


completed and delivered to my solicitor, 
pare a fair copy; for IL continue still so u- 


tage: should you desire to possess it, have 
the goodness to send to Mr. G, Tahourdin, 
Inner-Temple; although it was my jnten- 
tion to publish the same before any commv- 
nication had taken place with your Lovd- 
ship, it now is much at your service. | 
| trust that similar reasons will plead my ex 
'cuse, both with you and with the oilier 
members of your respected family, for my 
apparent neglect in not addressing a line, 
or even sending a message to either, since 
I have, by extraordinary compulsion, and 
under still more extraordinary charges, 
been brought to town. 

Rest assured, my lord, that nothing could 
exceed the pain 1 felt, when I perceived 
| how cruelly, how unfairly, my unfortunate 
| visit of the 21st of February was interpre- 

ted (which, with its object, is so correctly 
| detailed in your affidavit): but my agony 
is augmented, when I reflect, that acts ol 
| generosity and goodness towards an unfor- 
tunate man, have been, and continue to be, 
the accidental cause of much mortification 
to vou, and to your kind relations: a fear 
of increasing the imaginary grounds of ac- 
cusation, caused me to refrain from ad- 
dressing you, or any part of your family, 
particularly as the time draws near which 
must fix all blame upon the proper persons, 
and convince the public how unjustly I 
have been treated. I have the honour to 
remain with unfeigned respect, my lord, &c- 


(Signed) Cuas. Ranpom De BERENGE®: 

















deavoured to asperse my charaeter, to fea, 
which induced you to call upon me on the FJ 


21st of February last, I feel it now due y 9 


nation,—I beg also to cail your attentia 77 
| toa narrative, accompanied by letters froa | 


King-street, Westminster, April 27th, \8\4, 
I have the honour of | 7 
acknowledging the receipt of your lori 7 
ship’s favour, which has this moment been |7 
delivered, and I feel great pleasure in | 


Marchant’s statement had already beca 7 
with a view of employing his clerk to pre- 7 


disposed, as to write under every disadvan. 7 
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My Lorn,—After the proofs of extra- 
ordinary fideity, which 1 have given to 
your Lordship, atter experipnciag nume- 
rous hardships and distresses, by waica 
v body and mind are vike exhausted, 
et which, with other severities endured, 
nvyould hot have been inflicted on me, had 
not you end Mr. C. Johnstone’s poiiiicai 
principles occasioned them, i feel yastited 
1a saying, that all these tortures, as well as 
my absolute ruin in every sense, L owe to 
my anxiety for you and Mz. J.’s welfare ; 
for there can be no doubt, that with die. 
rent feclings £ could have avoided all these 
heart-rending events. 

Not like Le Marchant did T[ offr you 
my assistance for reward—but I gave it, 
and my all but lrie, unmasked, and uncon- 
ditioaed, even after ill-treatment, and be- 
fore | had any communication with any 
body :—I threw myself imto the gap to 
save you, fecling for your situations, re- 
var diess of my own. Have 1 not done ail 
this Ree has any one shewn any feeling 
foy me ?—Neo! not even the chcap reward 
of »pplause has been mine.—A maaly cha- 
racic; will always claim the privilege of 
remonsirance, and { do, for nothing can 
awe or prev ent such a one from explana- 
tion,—for this reason, I have to express 
my surprise at vour Lordship’s indifference 
to me; for, during my leng and painful im- 
prisonment, I have not cxperienced the 
slightest notice from you, (for the formal 
Jetter through Mr. Beekett, cannot be 
deemed a friendly communication.) no, not 
even a verbal message, though on other 
eccasions your pen was not only ready, but 
much too prompt; and since Tuesday last, 
I have neither seen Mr. J. or heard from 
bim. 

I hear you say, our mental distress is 
tor gier, to think of any body but our- 
sc!vcs.—So was mine, when | was dragged 
to London and daily tortured, but I thought 
of every bodu Aut my if Linen after I 
had discovercd, that, owing to the breach 
of asacred promise, I bad been branded 
with infamy, as a man who hed absconded 
from bail, to Rx his friends with a debts; — 
even after perceiving the anfair motives of 
your Lordship’s ull jodeed and to me rvin- 
ous affilavit.---even after learning in Court 
the designing, and towards me. crue! 
words, which you have uttered to induce 
the world to think me the basest of villains. 
Had your Lordship been acquitted vu 
must have expected. ‘that T should seriously 


— 
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portment ; perhaps for such reasons, you 
refi waned Soin commuinic. Lag 5 but 1s the 
incasure Of sei'-consideration not filled by 
you now, and what shall prevent me from 
em tying it?) Af L do not, L must perish 
in body, “mind, character, and prospects. --- 
That | have forborne aller very aggravat- 
lag events cannot be denied, and your 
auadety and distress of mind 1 pity, but I 
(00 am in distiess of mind, without those 
soothing resources that you have; ye, 
thank God, f remain sti/l a man, | only 
think of my misfortunes with a view to 
a remedy.----Dreadful as you both are 
sitnated, fate is not so cruel towards you 
as it is to me, for with your means you 
can live any where, but my want of means 
forces me to seck a living, which every 
where will be opposed by my debts, and by 
ihe disgrace I suffer under, certe: rnly OW 
your account. What is your intention as 
to me?—bow co you mean to heal my 
wounds, if healed they ever can be?— 
These are natural and justifiable questions, 
which demand a speecy reply, for reasons 
of justice as well as prucence.----I am de- 
termined not to lose a moment, for my 
mind I must make up, oF pc rish in every 
-ense; perpetual imprisonment alone is 2 
prompter sufficient to claim my exertion, 
if I did not feel gratitade for the fidelity 
of those, who, endeavouring to serve me, 
have brought difficulties on themselves; if 
[ cannot reward them, protect them I will, 
to the utmost of my power; for misfor- 
tunes shall never biunt my gratitude or 
my humanity, 

Expecting your Lordship’s early reply, 
I have the honour to be, my Lord, your 
Lordship’s most obedient humble servant, 


(Signed) C. R. Dr BerEycEr. 
Sunday, June the 12h, 1814. 


My Lorp,---T have the honour of re- 
minding you, that my} gter presse? for a 
reply, and yet [ am not favonred with 
such. I feel yery good grounds, from 
what I have just learnt, to complain; and 
I hastily sav, my Lord, that you as well 
as otters, no matter if in England ot else- 
where «are in honour bound to act differ- 
ently by me.---[ romain, my Lord, &e. 
(Simned) C.R. De Buerencer, 
June 15th, 1914. 

King’s Bench, No. 12 in 10, 
Fly 3d, 1814. 

Myr Lorn,--- Although it conld scarecly 

he exnected that I shou!d address your 





require an explanation of this singular de- | 


Lordsbip again, after the extraordinary 
Lk 2 
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manner with which you sought to defend 
yourself at my cost, even in direct oppo- 
sition to what must be the conviction on 
your mind, I do so once more, from an 
impulse which has marked my conduct 
throughout, and which most decidedly 
varies from the above described. Instead 
of seeking to injure any one, I cannot 
evén reconcile the idea of taking any 
measure to serve myself, which may tend 
to the prejudice of others; and I consider 
that all these who, more or less, share mis- 
fortunes in which I am involved, are in 
some degree entitled to be consulted as to 
the propriety of a step, by which their own 
interest may be allected. I therefore beg 
leave to inform your Lordship, that certain 
measures will be taken in the House of 
Commons, on Monday next, which will 
benefit us both, if we act fairly towards 
each other; they will indeed confer in- 
finitely more benefit on you than on me; 
on the contrary, | have to assure you, that 
should either of us endeavour to sacrifice 
th other, ruin to the unfair pleader is 
certain, and which may perhaps extend to 
both. Bi 

Once more, therefore, I raise my warn- 
ing voice, and [ point to the ill-judged 
measures, and the ruinous result tn argu- 
ment, to prove, that ina last effort it is 

olicy to abandon modes of proceeding 
whicls from an unjust impulse, from an un- 
generous endeavor of sclf-preservation, 
have bronght our misfortunes to the very 
Jast chence of remedy. 

T therefore frankly ask your Lordship, 
whether any ste» which I may hononrably 
resort to, (aod | have given strong proofs, 
that others | am incapable of, even when 
under the most distressing pressure) will 
be thwarted by vour intended plan of one- 
ration? The latter I do not ask to know, 
the former | have no hesitation to commu- 
nicate 1 a wey Consistent with caution and 
the present situation of things. 

If my present or former language should 
not be deemed acceptable, [ beg to remind 
your Lordship that I use the privilege of 
a misanthrope, who has just cause for being 
so, and who without intention to offend is 
sulbciently manly to meet any consequences 
if so he should do: and while this subject 
is before me, I must apprize you, that I 
have received anonymous letters from per- 
son® stating themselves to he your friends, 
containing offers of providing forme. I 
am not to be bought with money, but for 


acts of kindness I have often sacrificed 
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myself. Anonymous letters I despise ; 
and should your . Lordship know the 
writers, I beg leave to assure them through 
you, that shall afhx any future si- 
milar communication, if without a name, 
to the chapel door here, with my comments 
attached. I have the, honour to be, my 


‘Lord, &e. 


C. R. De Berencre. 


No. 12.in 10, King’ s- Bench, 

Lith July, i814, 
My Lorp,—! have written several letiers 
to your Lordship, all of which remain un- 
answered. Were they not sufficiently ex- 
plicit to stimulate a reply, or was it more 
expedient to pass in silence, manly truths, 
which neither denial or artifice could de- 
feat? The weight of the latter influence [ 
fully perceive,—so much so, that I fr ely 
acquit you of want of politeness. !4 is pos- 
sible that | may hereafter be told, that your 
Lordship acted thus from misprision—1 will 
eveu expose mysel’ once more to its pric- 
tice,—because | am conscious that such I 
do not deserve ; and that, if | did, it cannot 
be at your bands. should you, my Lord, 
think otherwise, let the world have a//iny 
letters, this of course included, and I shall 
be satisfied, provided the original dates are 
not unwarrantably altered, for such proceed- 

ing would be nearly related to forg: ry. 

Having attentively perused your Specch 
in The Champion, and also the Independent 
Whig, which, in a paiheticmanner, calls on me 
io vive a statement of fac/s, | thought it con- 
sistent, previously, to trouble your Lord- 
ship with this. It may be said, that in itl 
have taken great liberties,—it may be so, but 
are you tiot my example? long have you 
veen guilty of that practice ; for you haye 
used my name and me, without my consent, 
whenever it appeared to you convenient—! 
hore it; but since you now endeavour to 
implicate my friends, 2 final but pertinent 
remonstrance becomes a duty ;—for such | 
am perfectly qualified: for although your 
rank in life is high, | cannot furget, that I 
am as no!ly bred and born as yourself, and I 
feel, that the present stain upon my honour 
is not indelible. if a repugnance against 
heeping falschood on falsehood,—if horror 
at stepping from error into vice,—from vice 
into crime,—from crime tmto utitruly in- 
vokivg the Omnipotent.—if shrinking with 
sincere abhorrence, aud s:uddering at such 
ractice in others, are proofs of unsuboriméd 
iunour--I possess these sym;toms!-“and 
you, my Lord. have sited (oes in a de- 
ee not to be mistaken ; for your sedulous 
efence has proved to me, that true nobility 
can only recover from the tarnish of error 
by an acknowledgment of its guilt, particu- 
larly ifresorted to at a mou ent, when po 
view ‘o reward, no mean endeavour to 
evade punishment can be ascribed 16 such 
determination, and especially, if the party 


(Signed) 
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clearly perceives, that without such avowal 
and contrition, mauy weak or innocent per- 
sons are likely to be involved, if not ruined ; 
not even noticieg a duty which ought to 
avimate every breast, | mean, a desire to 
prevent public distarbance, bya timely dis- 
closure, which alone can couuteract wrong 
impressions, disseminated amidst, and re- 
ceived by, the community; and which, to 

_ cherish into general mischief, nay even dis- 
content, in my humble opinion, is a public 
wrong of the first magnitude, very little 
short of murder: for may not the loss of 

| many lives follow such proceedings ? 
| Having solemnly declared: «that crime I 
never kuew,” I now add, that crime I never 
will know! Erred I have, and even greatly; 

_ but if Lallowed myself the modes of defence 
| just mentioned, I should be criminal beyond 
doubt. Had my case not been connected 

' with yours, my thus reprobatirng your pro- 
_ ceedings would be impertinent ; but as 1 am 
' unfortunately so linked, | cannot hide from 
_ you, that I am shocked beyond description, 
_ not at being convicted with your Lordship, 
but at being suspected of, and unless 1 take 
_adecisive step, perhaps irrevocably drawn 
into,a species of defence, which is repug- 

» nant to my notions of religion and honour, 
5 but which byddopting, you have converted 
into a warning beacon to my principles, for 
thereby you have created an anxiety everi 
greater than your Lordship’s to separate my- 
_selffrom you for ever, both in regard to de- 
fence and acquaintance. 4. 
Before. we part, 1 must claim the right 
of undeceiving you as to my chafacter, 
acts, and motives; from your deportinent 
itisclear, that no one ever mistook these 
more than your Lordship has in-my case — 
Frat man may act wrong from principle, of 
course from mistaken principle, and some 
puilosophers maintain, that the error so 
committed is praise-worthy.—/J have erred 
from mistaken principle, I will not however 
be so bold to claim applause, although I may 
cousideration.—I feel entitled to deny your 
| Mange. for by your subsequent acts you 
ave distinctly proved your belief, that 1 
firsterred frem want of principle; for you 
seein to expect, that I shall tamely lend my- 
elf to any and every phrenetic step you 
fay think proper to take. Have the good- 
ess to draw the line between what | have 
Pe fig 1 was prevailed on to effect,— 
- in the hour of painfal captivity I gene- 
usly resolved on for your salvation, and 
perfectly uninfluenced,—and what it would 
a you and “pare now expect | should 
Ree in myself with, anJ you will soon 
> teed na unfit] s for acts of ingratitude 
it. though doomed to a. dienraceful pu 
ishment,1 am teo n bl t re a 
Ceive it,—you will He eae ne a * 
isasdersaal a mit, that you have 
ere are” details, * aracter altogether,— 
thigshies Ws which neither-words or 
shake or deny. The solicitude 

































JULY 30, 1814.—Lord Cochrane. 
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which, in endeavours to bring me forward’ 
was displayed by Mr. Cochrane Johustone, 
and shortly after by Admiral Sir Alexander 
Cochrane, excited in my enthusiastic breast 
sensations of the purest gratitude ;—Il 
readily acknowledge them; and I eveu as- 
sured the latter, that to hazard my life to 
serve him, would to me afford a pleasure ; 
of course I meant in an bonourable way.—- 
Shortly after Mr. Cochrane Johnstone made 
me a stock-jobbing proposal, of which I can 
adduce proofs ;—I'startled, | demurred,—he 
seemed displeased, whilst in a tone of voice 
which shamed me, he recalled “ my profes- 
sions’ to my mind, He next reasoned per- 
tinaciously that impositions of that sort 
were deemed excusable, that they were daily 
practised, that in fact they formed a war of 
cunning in the money market, void of dis- 
grace ; dnd, closing, he told me his Plans. _ 
In consenting to a part, and in promising 
to shew how the rest could, amended, be 
carried into effect, | certainly erred greatly, 
for | smothered the scruples which exem- 
plary education had, till then, planted immu- 
tably in my breast. Still, instead of crime, 
I committed no more than an enthusiastic 
but mad act of gratitude ;—I -weakly per- 
suaded myself, that if 1 deaied what had art- 
fully been ‘palliated, that I should be an un- 
grateful hypocrite; and [ allowed mistaken 
‘principles, which can only be understood by 
enthusiasts, to- influence my consent toa 
deed, which, to be just to the projector, 
never before had been deemed a crime, and 
by which I sought to save my imagined be- 
nefactor from impending ‘ruin; the only 
condition I coupled with my consent, was, 
that it should remain a profound secret, and 
without exception. Vice would have bar- 
gained for its wages: I was only eager.to run 
hazards, in order to shew ny readiness to 
serve. 
Nota little was I surprise’ to perceive 
shortly after, that both your Lordship and 
Mr. Butt had been made acquginted with it, 
and when I reproached Mr. Cochrané John . 
stone with his breach of promise, he iaugh- 
ed—treated it lightly, and said that neither - 
of you would divuige, as you were to be 
beuefited thereby.. Would to God 1 had 
then fuilowed the monitory reflection, which 
told me, that a man who breaks his word, is 
no longer trust-worthy! As I have to’ la- 
ment the ueglect of all that salutary whisper, 
i will not repept my folly by dismissing a 
similar warning; for the spirit of a beloved 
parent now re-assures me, not. oaly, that it 
is never too late to abandon error, but that 
immoral endeavours to éxculpate myself 
from its consequences will hurry me into an 


abyss of incessant agony and disgrace, 


— oe wpe we Eg hepsre ene 
annihilate those guardian preeevts. wh « 
and infa- 


The modes of recent’ déf-nce, unha »pily 
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on the very brink of that dreadful abyss, and 
the contemplation of your peritous situation 
has at oace roused my horror and my deter- 
mination :—True, it is a sin hr instance— 
stil have you thus ¢eaferred aa infiuite be- 
nefit on me! ; 

Mistaken was the principle which caused 
me to commit the act, that saved you, Wr. 
Cochrane .ohnstone, and Mr. *utt from un 
avoidable pecuniary ruin ; for } did so from 

ratitude, without any condition whatever. 
Sut that gratitude cannot be coatinued to 
heap infamy oo me. The same mistasen 
priaciple determined me to resist the most 
tempting o'lers— to refuse every tender of 
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forgiveness, coupled with a condition re- 
quiring a discovery of ficts, which must | 
have ruined your fame for ever: 1 beld my 
word sacred —1 even weat beyond my ¢is- 
solved promise; for you conuot have ‘or 
goiten, that ! t Id you, that se long only as 
you three were honourable in coucealing 
my name, | was determined to stand or 
fall with you:~—| ke, t my word even after 
you had betrayed me!!! 

li was again a misteken prineiple, which 
caused ny endeavours to save your repula- 
tion, though you had sacrificed mine, be- 
cause | cherished sufficient generosity to do 





good for evil,—to consider the height of the 
pinnacle of well-earned glory from which 
you woul! be precipitated,—to bear in mind 
the impaired state of health of Miss John- 
atone, which caused me to fear that ‘the 
greatness of her sensibility and grief would 
baffle all wedical aid, aad hasten her disso- 
lution; and, lastly, to consider the unhappy 
resolis and mortificatious to Mr. Johnstone, 
and to the gallant Admiral, 

I tray have erre’ in persisting to refase a 
discovery, but my conscience tells me that ; 
my motives were as noble as benevole: t, and 
they were strengthened by the il-judged | 

vecedings of the power, which, by cxer- 
icing all its rigour, sought to wring by ex- 
traordimary insults that froma manly breast, 
which an appeal o my honour alone could 
have balanced on my lips:—My indignation 
at such pitiful efforts stecled my virtaows 
resolution, and 1 wou'd sooner have faced 
death than yielded to what [ must ever deem 
undeserved acts of cruclty.—-TM then, I 
hoped that the whole matter would come to 
geome arrangemert, withoat judicial deci. 
sion soften did the thought oecur, that an 
artless and entire disclosure ought to take 
er sand as often the ideas above stated, 

ut especially the fear that the world would 
ascribe my acknowledgment to sinister and 
wercenary views, or to cowardice, caused 
me to shadder ai the thought as Wat poison. 

The day for wial now upproached— Mr, 
Johusione proposed several modes of pro- 
ceeding, which | rejected, and thongh my 
touscience pow tells me thet my. greatest 
error is the mode of my defence, | can, with 
truth, appeal to the Almighty that 


; 





was emplosed 
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desired any one of my silnesses to say any 
thing but. what was troth ; as alvo, that [ 
did not employ others to suborn them; if 
they erred, it was from causes which can be 
explained much better than the world ‘ean 
surmise, for they believed what they assert d. 

How has your Lordship estimated and re- 
turned the faithful and ferbearing services I 
have rendered to you? By receiving every 
thing FE could do io serve you—by making no 
return whatever, not even the cheap reward 
of thanks—and by indulging in endeavours 
teeming with the blackest and most cruel 
ingratitude, which even daring the trial 
burst forth; fer you there, as wellas since, 
have artfally and eagerly sought to persuade 
the world, that | was the basest of villains, 


j}and that 1 designedly had gone to your 


house with a determination to rain your 
fame, by untruly fixing participation on 
you, who, fursooth, were, in the whole 
transaction, the most innocent and injured 
man breathing. 

Did your Lordship really suppose me so 
silly, so indifferent to my character, as to 
imagine that I should permit you with 
impunity to stamp me with an aet more 
infamous than the most cowardly assas- 
sination? You know that cowardice at 
least does not belong to the list of my 
fauits, and | will convince you of it, by re- 


| proaching..ou to the last day of my exist- 


exce with this unmauly act, and for which 
jou may expect to atone to me sooner or 

ter How many persons would have re 
veuged . themselves, and fairly too, by dis- 
closing to the world, that by the whele trial 
end seutence you, my Lord, are the least 
Aujured—1 wean by comparisen with the 
extent to which each had carried his error. 
Still | scorned revenge, and kept the painful 
secret, though alf respect ‘fe you had 
ceased: } determined to await the trial—the 
seutence—te reecive all my punishment, 
and as after all these events no unmanly, 
no sinister motive could be ascribed to my 
disclosure, to do so, distinctly and truly in 
every respect: not because | admit that the 
sentence isdeserved, or that the Jury found 
a proper verdict, or that the Judge acted as 
he ought; not beeause 1 feel that I have 
becn guilty of a crime, which has justly 
been visited on me; but because { am con- 
vineed, that I have erred, and that an ac- 
knowledgmeat ofthat error must prove more 
Virtuous asaspontaneous atonement,than the 
receipt of this severe and vindictive punish- 
mont could possibly become; and further, 
because | think it the duty of every honest 
subject to complain only, when, and of what 
he really has been wronged in, but never to al- 
low false grievances or pretended innocence 
to mature the public murmur into discou- 
tent, perhaps vieleuee, by which much blood 
might be shed, and many deluded persons be 
deprived of life. When | f my rese- 
lution, 1 did not anticipate the’ latter 


Agtiust me, aud Lat | oevet | Oveuts—but since; pereciving the steps -you 
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M411) 
ave taken, I have reasons to fear them 
vea speedily; it therefore becomes me to 

ss) my hands of what may happen, and | 
sve determimed to take proper measures 
Fmmediately; and that you may not think 
hem clandestine, | now communicate them. 
That your Lordship may be convinced 
Bhat | have reasons to guard agiinst being 
Binied to you hereafter, when your mis- 
Matements will be discovered, and which, 
will take place some time with or without 
my disclosure, | will state them briefiy; 
nd 1 trust, although I have erred, 1 may 
still claim a tenacity net to be suspected of 

Pgiding in your plan of defence. 

- When read your ill-judged Affidavit, I 
Was divided between astonishment at the 
Sweakness of that step, and the hardihood 
Hilh which you swore, even unasked; I 
asangry at your divulging my name, after 
Hour solemn promise, but surprised I was not; 
rafier such an oath, I could not imagine 
at a promise would bind you.—When, 
iortly after, 1 saw the Affidavits of your 
ryautsand others, I felt great regret mixed 
ith disgust, that L had hastily and impro- 
rly connected myself with a person who 
uld stoop to ask servants to swear filsely. 
hen I found that Mr. Cochrane Johnstone 
ad pledged his honour to his innocence in 
¢ House,| was startled; but much moreso, 
nen he told me that he hoped that the Pro- 
cutors would. enter a MWoli Prosequi 
yainst me, in order to make me a witness, 
h which case.I could “ swear through thick 
nd thin,”---I told him, with a mien which 
id not seem to be acceptable, that such a 
boceeding would be the most fatal that pos- 
hy could happen to the cause ; for instead 
Iswearing * through thick and thin,” that 
certainly should tell the whole truth; and 
bat | would do the same if I should ever be 
‘amined before the House on my honour, 
that pledge was as sacred with me as my 
ath, Mr, Cochrane Johnstone seemed per- 
ly gloomy and disappointed, aud my con- 
qucnt reflections were directed to caution, 
ri every stage I perceived that desiguing 
rsons having once prevailed on another to 
', are not content till they have hurried 
mon to a criminal level with themselves, 
least to become a pitiable victim of their 
aricious plots. Often did I think of dis- 
Saging myself from such an association, by 
tele, Jay transaction, but as often did the 
rps that the world would not ascribe 
; act to the pure motive of repeutance, 
(o meanuess, avarice, or treachery, pre- 

‘. ne;—1 therefore resolved to dd so, 

y <— ra borne my full share of every 

hor »—of every / ete rea which I con- 

hs —— vot fail to-prove that my mo- 

Reece < executed, were consistent 
ed pees pe That I have already suf- 
otal more than either of the other 

: sentient ane allow the four persons 
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“manteau whic 





JULY 30, 1814.—Zord Cochrane. [142 


thing of them) cannot be disputed ,—that in> 


the event of success, you three would have 
' cleared a very large sum of money, where the 
| person who not ouly ran all the risks in its 
execution, but who also sayed you three from 
| inevitable ruin, would have received but a 
scanty remuneration, is also from your 
| present conduct placed beyoad the possi- 
bility of doubt; all this your Lordship’s 
good anderstanding must have pointed 
out to you,—but where was ils exercise, 
when you determined to save yourself by 
dastardly endeavours to brand him with the 
greatest of all infamy, who not only uncon 
ditionally had saved you, but who, although 
betrayed and neglected by you, continued 
faithful to his promise, rejecting pardons 
and prospects of an ample fortune, which, 
no doubt, he could have secured? I say 
again, what became of that understandiag 
for which you are so eminent ?—had it, after 
luiling your honour and justice to sleep, 
taken flight, hurrying that goodness of heart 
with it, for which, although I never witness- 
ed it, I used formerly to hear vou praised ? 
Certainly to that act, neither the one nor the 
other could possibly be privs,—and perhaps a 
callous substance, which must lave occupied 
thespace so vacated in your heart and brain, 
wil! now prevent your feeling all that you 
ought at my just remonstrance, though cer- 
tainly neither this substance, norany thing clse 
shall prevent me from openly reproachiag 
you with it and my ruin; for TI find by your 
public conduct, and by the private intamous 
offera, which recently have been made to me,. 
that I must immediately dectare myself, to 
the world, as otherwise I shall be inimminent 
danger of being confounded, or at least sus- 
pected, of participating in such acts.—Can 
you wonder that I should think it time to 
stop the injuries you are overwhelming me 
with? In addition to those already stated, 
have not you. and Mr. Cochrane Johnstone 
degraded me in the eyes of the world, by 
unanimously committing a vile breach of 
promise aud confidence, by borning my Iet- 
ter, which pointed out to my securities the 
provision which I had made for their protec- 
tion ?—Must I not shudder with horror and 
dread when I percetve that you solemnly, but 
unnecessarily and wantonly, invoke the Al- 
mighty God in support of the untruthe that 
you have advanced? If you, my Lord, do 
not believe in a Supreme Being, (which is 
the only excuse that can be offered, and a 
horrible one it is,) allow others who think. 
otherwise, to feel an awe at being connected 
with you.—1 have compulsively been guilty 
of some falsehoods in this defence, but f 
used even these sparingly, and with an ill 
yrace;—I_ certainly complained, and still 
continued so to do, of the false evidence, of. 
the unfairness which was employed at the 
trial against me; but where, but in your owg 
assertion, will your Lordship find the port. 
i contained my change of . 
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February, which you quoted so improperly 
and iovisardy ia the House, for no visibie 
purpose, but that of throwing a suspicion 
upou Mr. Tahourdim, whom you know to be 
perfectly innocent of the whole (rausaction ? 
“ Perhops this “ long” letter, emanating 
from iay certiinly * perturbed mind,” will 
also be “ periectly uniuteiligible” to you: 
but I cau explain easily to the public mind, 
which now you are heatiug, for election and 
other purposes. into some act which I will 
not bear my share of blame in, aud which, 
suould it, owing to my silence, cause blood 
to be spilt, would lay heavy on my con- 
science ; fur, believe me or not, | have one, 
although | was concerned in a plau, which 
you were perfect/y acquainted with, and to 
whick you eazer/y coatributed your share 
of expences, although you now call God to 
witness in proof of your total ignorance of 
it. Lagree with your Lordship, tuat neithe 
of us viewed itas a “ crime ;” and | cannot 
persuade mysclf even now, that it merits 
taut harsh app tlation, or the panishment 
pronounced :—But what aame should | give 
t» the defence, which, particularly since the 
sentence, you have resorted to? What 
grounds bave your frieads to suppose me 
the base villain who can conseut to dechue 
a certain great personage, although perfect 
ly invoceut, as the real projector of, and 
reaper of the harvest occasioned by this 
alot The taoment | received the jofamous 
and cowardly anonymous letter declaring 
itself to proceed from your frieads, aud re- 
quiring me to comrait that vile act, for 
which a handsome provision for life was 
held out, that momeat | indignantly wrote 
your Lordshi» word, that if such ictlers were 
repeated, that ] would nail them, with my 
comments, to the chapel door, It may be 
possible that you do not know the authors ; 
m that case it is strange that you should 
express no desire to haow its couleuts —it is 
more $0, that the writer should desire me to 
write to you; and it is stl more so, that 
few days after my refusal, and which I seat 
toyou, my Lord, that a person in garb, 
looks, and choice of lang .age, resembling a 
ge :tieman, should verbally dare lo oifer me 
a negociation, promising me a fortune, pro- 
vided 1 would be scouadrel suiicieat to 
achnowledge myself Colo.el Du Bourg, em- 
ploye! by Lord Yarmouth, for the double 
purpose of raising the fund-, aud ruiaing 
your fime! My rage at such ai insult: my 
rdignation at being thousht capable of ua- 
gratefully aud cowardly stabbing Lord Yar- 
mouth, who has eadeavoured to seeve me, 
uloue enabled this wretch to make his exit, 
ia which he was nimiie. !f ever I ineet 
him, he shall aot eseape again ; aud if your 
Lordsu'p docs avt huww him, it will be well 
to advise your frieads never sagen to 
vier me se daurteg an insult. it has 
finaly cooficased my persuasios, that vice 
proctess to the most herrid erie, step 
7 sie ~iual Lac world Liiuks so; lor what 
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else, but my having been guilty of an error, 
cau cause it to think me ft for so villainous 
sn act? To prevent such calculations ia 
future, and also to separate mysclf from ail 
the horrible cousequences, which my imegi- 
nation depicts to me, as composing the train 
of your defence, | find it necessary now, 
instead of hereafter, to make the public 
avowal hefore described. J am, my Lord, 
your Lurcship’s most obedient, hamble 
servant, C.H. De Berencer. 


P. S.—I have to request the retura of the 
Damascus sabre and belt, which you per- 


}suoded me to leave at your house on the 


Zist of February---it belonged to a relative, 


‘which makes it valuable, so much so, that 


no price would purchase it of me, As! must 
not have it here, your Lordship will have 
the goodness either to send it to Mr. 
Tahourdin, or to say when aud where my 
servant shall call for 1t, for] seriously desire 
its return. 

To Lord Cochrane, &c. &e. &e. 





ReE-ELEcTION OF Lorp CocuRranE.--— 
In consequence of the unanimous return of 
his Lordship to fill his seat in Parliament, 
as one of the Representatives for the City 
of Westmiaster, the following letters passed 
hetween his Lordship and Mr. Brooks, 
Treasurer of the Westminster Committee. 
It is a fact, perhaps not gencrally knows, 
that, with the exception of one or two 
newspapers, the London Journals have 
thought. proper to refuse giving publicity 
to this correspondence. Such, indeed, 1s 


the degraded state of our press, that the 


Editor of a Sunday Paper, in giving bis 
Lordship’s letter, omitted several of the 
most striking passages in it, which, as w2s 


i done in publishing his defence, he supplicd 


with stars! 


Commiiiee-Room, King-street, Covent- 
Garden, 16th July, 1814. 

My Lorp, I am directed by the 
Committee of Electors of Westminster, ap- 
pointed at the General Meeting, held 1a 
New Palace-Yard, on Monday the 11th 
instant, to acquaint your Lordship, that you 
were this morning nominated, as a fit and 
proper person, to fill the vacancy in the 
Representation of the City of Westminster 
in Parliament, occasioned by your Leord- 
ship’s expulsion, and'that you were imme- 


‘diately re-elected, without opposition, and 


with the most lively expressions of univer- 
sal approbation. The, Committee further 
direct me to convey to your Lordship their 
sincere congratulations on an event so hap- 
pily demonstrative of the sense which yout 


Constituents entertain of the accusatica 


which has been brought against you, and 
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45] 
the very extraordinary procecdings by 
vhich it has been followed up 3 and to as- 
sure your Lordship, that it atlords them the 
hizest gratification to find that you are 
fabie to oppose, to the envenomed shatts of 
maice and party spirit, the unpenctrable 
Eshield of conscious innocence. ‘They re- 
“joice to see that the prejudices occasioned 
B by gross and shameless misrepresentation, 
Fare fast wearing away from the public 
mind; and they trust, that the time is near 


I when your Lordship’s character will appear 
Eas fair and unblemished, in the view of 

‘every individual in the British Empire, as 

| at now does in the eyes of the Electors of 
> Westminster.—I have the honour to be, 
Emy Lord, your Lordship’s. most faithful 
F and obedient servant, 


SAMUEL Brooxs, Chairman. 


| To Lord Cochrane. 


King’s Bench, July 18, 1814. 
Sir,—Amoagst all the occurrences of 
my life, 1 can call to my memory no one 
which has produced so great a degree of 


exultation in my breast, as this, which, 
) through a channel [ so highly esteem, has 


» beea communicated to me, that, after all 
/the machinations of Corruption (briaging 


F into play her choicest ageuts) have been 


aie to eflect against me, the Citizens of 
West.ninster have, with unanimous voice, 


| pronounced me worthy of continuing to be 


one of their Representatives in Parliament. 
Merely to be a Member of the House of 


| Commons (as now made up) is something 


too meagre to be a gratification to me. 
But when I reflect on that love of Country, 
that devotion to freedom, that soundness 
of judgment, that unshaken adherence to 
truth and justice, which have invariably 
markéd tthe proceedings of the Citizens 
of Westminster; and when I farther re- 
flect, that it is of Sir Francis Burdett 
whom they have now, for the third time, 
made me the Colleague, how am I to ex- 


press, on the one hand, my gratitude to- 


wards them, and on the other, the contempt 
which I feel for all the distinctions of 
birth, and for all the wealth, and all the 
decorations, which Ministers and Kings 
have it, under the present system, in their 
power to bestow? With regard to the 
Case, the agitation of which has been the 
cause of this, to me, most gratifying result, 

am In no apprehension as to the opinions 
and feelings of the world, and éspecially of 
the people of ‘England; who, though they 
may be occasionally misled, are never delibe- 
rately cruel or unjust,—Only let it be said 
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of me:—The Stock Exchange have ac- 
cused ;-—Lord Eidlenborough has charged 
ior guilty ;— the Specrad Jur have found 
that gui.t;—the Cour have sentenced tothe 
pillory;—the Hozse of Commons have ex- 
pelled ;—— and the Criizexs of Westminsier 
HAVE RE-ELECTED 3—Only ict this be the 
record placed against my name, aud I shall 
be proud to stand in the Calendar of Cruimi- 
nals all the days of my lile.—in requesting 
you, Sir, to convey these my sentiments to 
my Constituents at large, 1 cannot refrain 
from Legging you, and the other Centie- 
men of tie Committee, to accept of my 
particular and unfeigned thanks.—I am, 
Sir, your most obedient huuble servant, 

CocuRANE. 

To Samuel Brooks. Esq. ) 


Chairman of the Commitice of 
‘the Electors of Westimsiler. 





Lory Cocurane’s D&EFENcr. A 
wish having beea expressed, by some of 
my readers, to be made acquainted with the 
particulars of the case, to which Lord Coch- 
rane referred, in the very striking exor- 
dium with which he introduced his manly 
and eloquent defence, im the House of 





' Commons, 1 have been induced to look into 


the history of the period, in which the 
monstrous scene was acted, and to give an 
account of the horrible proceedings. This, 
however, I shall preface with the sketch 
given by my Lord Cochrane, which, I un- 
derstand, produced almost an electric ef- 
fect upon those who heard it. 

“'yhe unfortanate man, said his Lord- 
ship, who, in the time of Cardinal 
Richelieu, was condemned to be racked 
and burnt, on the charge of practising 
magic, when protesting his innocence and 
exposing the villainy of his enemies, while 
the fire was preparing before his eyes, was, 
to prevent his being heard by the people, 
struck upon the mouth with a crucifix, 
borne in the hand of a monk. This hore 
rible judicial murder shocked all France 
and all Europe; but, of all the circum- 
stances attending it, the fabrication of evi- 
dence, the flagrant partiality of the Judges, 
the cruchy of the sentence, the notorious 
falsehood of the charge, nothing produced 
so deep a sense of indignation as the act of 
this execrable monk, who, not content with 
the torture and the death of the victm— 
not content with the destructjon of his 
body, was resolved to pursue him even 
beyond the grave.” : 

I am indebted for the following aceount 
of this instance of clerical barbarity, to aa 
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Historical Collection of Criminal Cases, TLoadun is.a little town of Poiton, in 


adjudged in the Supreme Courts of Judi- 
cature in Fratict; some of which were 
translated and published here, im the year 


i 


1737.—The writer is rather prolix, but 1! 


did not’think myself justified in os 
di very able and honest, man, Mr: Moussat. 


any part of the narrative. It will be foun 
fully to warrant the character which my 
Lord Cochrane gives to the transaction: — 
Lhe History of Urbain Grandicr, con- 
demned asa Magician, and the Author 
of the possesstons of the Nuns of Loud “un. 
If it be true that Urbain Grandicr was 
innocent of the crime of magic, as ail the 


which there was settled a house of Ur. 
sulines. As the principal end of that or- 
der is the instruction of voath, they took 
into their house boarders. Ln 1632, they 
had for the director of their consciences a 


After bis death, if they fell mto great 


: 
’ 


grave part of the world, and all the learned | 


unanimously agree, what opinion are we to 
have of the Nuns of Loudun, who were 
said to be possessed, and whose possession 
was attributed to this man? What must 
we think of the Exorcists who pretended 
to dispossess them, and of the Judges who 
condemned him?—-If we acquit Gransier, 
it will follow that these possessions were 
mere theatrical representations, a kind of 
comedy presented before the whole king- 
dom, which however proved at last a tra- 
gedy, by the terrible death of the unfortu- 
nate Grandicr. How these Nuns and 
their Exorcists were capable of contriving 
and executing with such success, (and fora 
considerable space of time) so bold a thing 
as this, whereby they deceived not the mob 
and the ignorant only, but the inquisitive 
also, and persons of the highest distinction? 
How the Judges came not to penetrate, or 
if they did, to wink at so horrid a piece of 
iniquity? How they were drawn to sacri- 
fice an innocent man, acainst whom no 
legal proofs appeared, to the malice of a 
haughty minister? And how they should 
agree 60 unanimously therein as to have no 
dissensions or disputes among theniselves, 
in the transacting this affair, must rather 
remain matter of wonder than subject of 
inquiry, since tlie secret springs of these 
mysterious proceedings were laid too deep 
to be fathomed by those who were spectators 
of this odd business, and have been too in- 
dustriously concealed for posterity to trace 
their source. Without troubling myself 
with intricate researches, and uncertain 
conjectures, I shall endeavour, with the ut- 
most accuracy and strictest impartiality, to 
give tiny readers sucl¥ a detail of the matters 
of fact, relating to this extraordinary 
affair, as will (I hope) enable them to judg 
for themselves, and to discover that ah 
for which, if the Judges sought at all, they 
souglit‘in vain, ; ; 





' cuide of these Ursulines: 
'man, one who affected an extraordinary 


| 





errors in respect to spiritual things, they 
were at the same time no less distressed in 
point of temporal concerns; some of the 
younger Nuns, in concert with their 
boarders, had entered into a scheme to 
fricht the rest, and to divert themsel¥es, by 
making these innocents believe the house 
was haunted.—Mary Aubin, being a 
boarder, then between 16 and 17 years 
old, was. one of the principal actors in 
this affair, as she herself confessed, not 
once er twice, or slightly, or without 
circumstances, but very frequently, very 
distinctly, and without any variation in 
her tale, till she reached her sixty-fifth 
year, about which time she died. By 
acting these gambols, Mary Aubin and 
her companions fitted themselves for the 
performance of more important mischiels. 
John Mignon, Canon of the Collegiate 
Church of the Holy Gross, at Loudun, was 
chosen to succeed Moussat, as the spiritual 
He was a subtle 


piety,but inasmuch as he did not discourage 
the practices just now spoken of, he was 
suspected, not without grounds, of eoun- 
tenancing and directing them, with a view 
of ruining, by their means, the unhappy 
Grandier, who was his capital enemy. As to 
what is necessary for the reader to know of 
this Grandicr, in order to comprehend the 
charge brought against him, it may suflice 
to say, that he was the-son of an honest 
worthy .person, the Notary-Royal at Sa- 
bles, born at Roueres, which is but a little 
way from that small town. It was pre- 
tended that he had been. instructed in ma- 
gie by his father, and Claude Grandier, his 
uncle, a priest. But as the inhabitants: of 
Sautes, where they both lived, unanimous- 
ly testified that they. were persons of 
characters, and inoffensive lives, this must 
be looked on as a calumny. Urbain 
Grandier studied under the Jesuits at 
Bourdeaux, and they am a kindness 
for him, on account of his parts. It 
is well enough known that these fathers 
have an extraordinary tenderness for such 
of their pupils as give early tokens: of their -* “ 
love to fire 








ing, and that they “are foad~:~ 





pitou, in onsalanting such promising shoots | 
of Ur. then society. But as to Grader 
that or- were, it seems, of opinion, that he 
ey took id be more useful to them in the worid, 
BZ, they ich reason they presented bim to the 
iences a bch of St. Peter du Marche mi Loudun, 
Loussat, wisich they were patrons. ie had also 
O great bel -nd of tue Church of the Holy Cross. 
rs, they se two benefices filled many of tue ce- 
ssed in Bo ctics in the. neiahbourhood with envy, 
of the wich Grandier himself was so sensibie, 
} their ¢ in the midst of his misfortunes Le was 
eme to t to say, that amongst those who sought 
¥es, by rum, a8 some hated his person, so others 
house i their eyes on his preferments. He was 
ing a tohis person) ofan exact height, Hie had 
years avreeable genteel air, managed every 
rs in av with much address, and was extreme- 
1, not Pneat and exact in whatever he wore, and 
ithout his maifher of wearing it. He had al- 
very ys appeared in a long habit, and it is 
on in pt easy to describe his manner of convers- 
fifth *, which was at once instructive and en- 
By riaining. He joimed m his disceurse an 
and siness of speaking with an elegance of 
r the rms. He delighted ia preaching, and he 
niefs, ly preached well. The Monkshated him, 
riate cause he declared himself in his pulpit 
was painst confraternities, and blamed such 
itual § ucglected going to mass to their parish 
ibtle arch. The Monks were exceedingly dis- 
lary leased on another account, viz. his faculty 
‘age preaching, in which undoubte tly he much 
was xcelled them, Thus, if his parts gained 
yun- im friends and a support, they also drew 
lew him envy, which, assisted by his own 
ppy nprudence, drew on his ruin.—He com- 
sto osed a funeral oration for Scevola of St. 
of Jartha, This work is much esteemed 
the or the strokes of eloquenee with which it 
ice bounds, and which demonstrate its author 
est 0 have been a man of wit and genius. | 
ae mong his frtends he was a pleasant easy 
tle mpanion, but towards his enemies he 
= arried hi wself with much hanghtiness and 
a- isda. He was steady in his designs, 
is calous of his character, and one who was 
of ntractable in points where his interest was 
s- Concerned. He repelled injuries with such 
dd lolence, as to make his enemies irrecon- 
st aleahle, of whom it was his great misfortune 
n phavea large number to deal with. If 
t indier was innocent as to mugic, he was 
s r from being 30 with respect to gallantry. 
Re: Ou the contrary, he gave himself a loose 
: t way, Hence jt came to pass, that 
: among his enemies, rivals, passionate fa- 
sft thers, and outrageous hushands, distin- 


— 
‘ 
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the indignation of these furious sort of peo- 
ple, by iis amowious dispootitun, the fre- 
quency and success of his loves, M. Se- 
guin, a Physician of ‘Tours, says in his 
jetter inserted in the Adrcvry, that even 
tizans of Grandier owned his being 


ithe par 
Menage, who un- 


addicted to Amours. 
dertook his defence, when it was objected 
that he bad conversed erimmally wrth "a 
woman $a the chuseh, does rrot deny ite 
Monconis Says, that this woman was the 
wite of one of the magistrates of Lowlun. 
However, mueh of this might be spite, 
though somewhat micht be true. An ex- 
cellent caution te the clerey of all Churches 
to be careful in every pont of thet con- 
duct? [n spite of the coquctry of his heart, 
he had a reigning mistress, with whom # 
was shrewdly suspected he had contracted 
what is called a marriage of conscience, 
and that to obviate her seruples, he com- 
posed a Treatise agatust the Celibacy of 
Priests, which was found among his papers; 
and these conjectures turned upon Magde- 
lain de Brou, who was known to be his in- 
timate friend. But be was so cautions, 
that he never mentioned her name, and te 
say the truth, he was no less prudent in 
respect to all the other girls and women 
with whom he conversed intimately, so that 
their reputations could not suffer from any 
indiscretions of his. The idea we must, 
have of a priest so gallant, will naturally 
give us to understand, that be was at the 
same time not over pious; however, it 
does not follow that though his heart 
|was very corrupt, all principles of reli- 
} gion were utterly extinguished there-— 
His passion for women, theugh it go- 
verned him in such a manner as to lead 
him into mighty ofences, yet it left him 
some notions of his duty to Ged, such as 
Fthey were 3 thie we have reason to believe 
from the condition in which we find cther 
christians addicted to the same vice, who 
nevertheless are far enough from enter- 
taining impious opinions ; so that his dee 
hauchery, admitting what his enemies said 
to be true, could he no proof of his heing a 
magician. In 1620,he gained a Process 
in the Officiality of Poiticrs arainst a 
Pricst, whose name was Mouicre wom he 
used with so much rigour on that oc casion, 
that the man hated him vehemently ever 
afterwards. He had the same success in 
a suit between him and the Canons of the” _ 
Church of the Holy Cross, about a hovse 
they disputed with him, and-on this 





Cyished themselves, he having provoked 






sion he used one Migzon, a 
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solicited for his brethren, with such inve- 
terate insolence, that he conceived for him 
so bitter an aversion, as to resolve to let 
no occasion slip of doing him a mischief. 
Grandier likewise incurred the displea- 
sure of the whole family of M. de Barot, 
President of the Commissioners of ‘Taxes, 
a i uncle to Mignon ; this gentleman, ia 
u difference he had with him, Grander 
had treated with great contempt, and as 
one far below him. ‘The President bemg 
very rich, and childless, all bis relations 
had great expectancies, and for this reason 
nade their court to him, by shewing on ail 
occasions their spleen to Grandicr. But 
of all hisenemtes there was none so fierce, 
or so formidable, as M. de Vrinquant, the 
King’s attorney. This gentleman had a 
mighty handsome daughter, for whom 
Grandicr had testified a bigli respect, and 
with whom it was generally suspected he 
had pushed his amourous commeice to the 
eatest height. ‘The young lady grew dis- 
coloured, and f¢!! into a languishing sort of 
iliness, apon which it was ramoured that 
she was with child. The public, ever so- 
licitous to discover intrigues of such a na 
ture as this, watched ber motions very 
closely: Bat Marcha Pelletier, a young 
woman of small fortunc, with whom Ma- 
demoselle Tringuant had contracted a strict 
friendship, gave on this occasion an extra- 
ordiuary proof of fidelity and affection, she 
took the child, and declared it to be her 
owa, patting it as such tonurse. Thr 
town however ceased not to talk, or to as- 
cribe the infant to her whom they took fo: 
its true mother, which gave a!l the family 


the utmost uneasiness. The Foing’s Attor- | 


ney caused Martha Pelletier to be appre- 


bended, and to be interrogated strictly as | 
to the buth ef this child; she insisted po- | 


sitively on the truth of whet che had ai 
first given out, that it was hers, ond pro- 
mused to take such care of it, that they 
were constrained to discharge her. ‘The 
foolish indiscretion of this: Father would 
have keen bat justly. reeompensed, if the 
woman had told him and all the world the 
truth; RS it was, it served only to mortify 
bim the more, the suspicion still continuing, 
and all the trouble he had give himself 
made the matter but the more talked of, 
his heart therefore burnt with race end re- 
sentment acgeinst him whomhe took tobe the 
author of his, and his daughter’s disgrace. 
The enemics of Grandier assembled in 
Council, in order te consider of some me- 
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Were witnesses with him. 





thod for destroying hin ; there joined them | 


15g 


on this occasion by the assistance of Mip. 

non, Mons. Menuan, the King’s advocate, 

who had the misfortune to be in love wi) 

a Lady, in whom Grandier was his rivy, 

and what was worse a favourite rival typ, 

At such a meeting one need not be surpriz 

ed that it was determined utterly to ruig 

Grandier, or at least to drive bim out of thy 
neighbournoed of Loudun. — A little afte 
they exhibited, in the Court of the Official 
Poitiers, an information against him, in the 
name of the Promoter, m which they ac- 
cused him of having seduced girls and 
women, and taxed him at the same time 
with impiety and irreligion. "Two miscra- 
ble rascals, picked out from the dregs of the 
people, were raised up by his enemies to be- 
come dilators. The Ofiictal conmmissioned 
the Lord Licutenant Civil, and the Arch: 
Priest of St. Marcellus in the Loudanois, 
to enquire imto this cause. An Official has 
no right to commission a Royal Judge, so 
that on this occasion he was guilty of an 
irregularity. About this time one Duthi- 
baut, a man considerable for his weaith, 
and who was united with the enemies 
of Grandier, committed the highest. in- 
sult on him, in the presence of. the 
Marquis du Belay. It seems he. had 
spoke very disrespectfully of the priest, and 
had characterised bim withall that foulness 
of language, Which should be heard.from 
none but the vulgar.—Grandier reproved 
him for it, in terms so quick and piercing, 
that Duthibaut could not help striking bim 
with his cane, though he was i his sur- 
plice, and just ready to enter the Church 
of the Holy-Cross, where he was going to 
assist at Divine Service. Grandicr went 
and threw himself at the feet of the iniug, 
and compiained heavily of the public aflsont 
that had been offered him and -his charac- 


ter. The King, moved with the matter.of 


his complaint, referred the consideration 
\hereot to the Parliament, with directions 
that Duthibaut should be immediately 
called to an account and prosecuted.——— 
During . this time that Grandier was at 
i aris, an information was brought against 
him by his eaemies at Loudun, the King’s 
attorney deposed first, in order to encou- 
rage the rest, and. took every. measure 
possible to support the mean people who 

When the in- 
formation was made out, they sent it to the 
Bishop of Poitiers, whom some people had 
prejudiced against Grandier. They. ex- 
aggerat ed an indiscretion this .cyrate had 
committed, in trausgressing ou the Bislops 
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Man this was the cause that the Court, be- 


she would never get out of this affair. His 














B 
his, ia giving (as they sajd) a dispen- 
ion for proclaiming the banns of mar- 
we ina certain case. Oa these alleca- 
ns they obtained (without much difh- 
ity) a warrant from the Bishop to secure 
person. ’ ; 
Moasieur Duthibant, in order to avoid 
Bing punished for what he liad done, at- 
Led with the utmost violence the cha- 
ter of his accuser; he charged him with 
ging a scandalous person, leading a pro- 
sate life, and disgracing the. priesthood : 
support of all which he produced the 
mrrant for his apprebension, which had 
en granted by the Bishop of Poitiers, 


re justice was done, sent Grandier back 
the Bishop, to clear himself of the crimes 
id to his charge. He returned to Lou- 
dun, and in a few days came to Poitiers, 
put himself into a condition for his de- 
nee, but could not do it; for he was no 
poner arrived, but he was arrested prisoner 
- an usher of the Court, named Charri. 
Although it was the 15th of November, 
nd that the Bishop’s prison was cold and 
ark, he remained, however, there more 
han two months, and began to believe that 


nemies at least*seemed very much in- 
uced to think so3 Duthibaut thought bim- 
lf secured from his prosecution, the issue 
hereof could not but be very troublesome 
> him; and Barot caused a devolution to 
© executed upon his benefice, to the profit 
»! Ismael Bouliean, a priest, and one of his 
heits.—-The fierceness of the prosecution 
evan now to abate, not froma decay of 
nlice, but from the consideration of the ex- 
pence, of which some of the parties grew 
cary 3 however, Trinquant re-animated 
them, and taught them with much-a-do to 
‘alue their money less than their revenge. 
4n spite of all their. intrigues, they were 
imable to support their information by 
egal proofs. It was laid to Grandier’s 
harge that he had debauched women and 
maidens ; but there were no plaintiffs 
produced; these women and maids were 
ot named; there was not any witness 
hat swore directly to this fact; and the 
reater part acknowledged at’ last, that 
hey never heard a word concerning many 
hings which they found writ in the infor- 
mation. At last, it being neccessary to 
proceed to the judgment of the process ; 
here was admitted into the number of the 
udges, the Advocate Richard, who was 








4 noquant’s kinsman ; and the Bishop was | 
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beset by the secret adversaries of Grandier, 
who ceased not to set him out in the 
blackest colours, and who knew how to 
mix so much probability with their calum- 
nies, that, on the 3d of Jan. 1630, he was 
condemned to fast with bread and water, 
by way of pennance, every Friday, durin 

three months 3 and interdicted from divine 
offices, in the diocese of Poitiers, for five 
years, and in the town of Loudun for ever. 
His enemies flattered themselves that they 
had now effectually overcome him; nor 
were they at all apprehensive of what 
might happen before another tribunal on 
both sides, therefore there was an appeal 
from this sentence. Grandicr appealed to 
the Bishop of Bourdeaux; and his adver- 
saries, in the name of the Promoter of the 
Officialty, by writ of error, to the Par- 
liament of Paris, to the intent only to 
perplex him, and to bring him into 
such a condition, as not to be able to 
undergo the burden of all the affairs, with 
which they sought to overwhelm him, but 
they succeeded not as they desired; for he 
prepared himself, and had his cause pleaded 
before the Parliament.—But it being ne- 
cessary to hear yet a greater number of 
witnesses, who dwelt in a place very far 
off, the Court remitted the cognizance 
thereof to the Presidial of Poitiers, to 
judge definitively. The Lieutenant Cri- 
minal of Poitiers gave instruction for re- 
newing the process, as well as by the 
re-examination and confronting of the 
witnesses, as by the fulmination of a mg- 
nitory. This instruction was not favour- 
able to his accusers, there were found con- 
tradictions in the witnesses, who would 
vet persist ; and there were many others 
who ingenuously acknowledged that they 
had been tampered with; one of the ac- 
cusers desisted from the action which he 
had begun, and declared with some wit- 
nesses, who also gave over, that they had 
been put on and solicited by Trmquant. 
At the same time it came to the knowledge 
of Mealicu and Boulicu, priests, that they 
were made to say in their deposition, things 
that they had never thought of; they were 
desirous of disowning them, by’ writings 
under their hands:—Thus, in spite of all 
their assiduity and pains, this hopefal 
structure fell to the ground ; the Presidial 
of Poitiers gave his judgment the 25th of 
May, 1631, whereby Grandier was sent 
away absolved, for the present, of the 


accusation made against him.. He tri: 


umphed agd insulted ovey his adversaries 
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with so much haughtiness, as if he had 
been wholiy clear of this ousiness; 19 the 
mean time i was aecessa.y that he should 
reseat himself vefore tae tribunal of the 
Archbisiop of Bourdeaux, to whom he 
bad appealed, and that ie mirht there 
obtain a sentence of justification. —This 
Prelate, a littie after that this judgment 
bad been given at Poitiers, caine to viit 
his Abbey of St. Jouin les Mames, which 
gs bat three leagues from Loudun. Gran- 
diet prepared himself to appear before him ; 
and nis adversaries, wo seemed to have 
lest ali courace, did defend themselves 
with vigour. The Arch!:shop, however, 
acyn tted hi, fully restored him to’ the 
passe sion of his ben fices, and left iim at 
fiherty to pursue seh legal measures as he 
ghouid think fit for recoverins damages 
and restitutios of the profits durme his 
Suspension. —The Archi hop co: si leriag 
the i biasity of Grandicr’s enenues, aad 
the jaiquity of thetr contrivances, havinz 
aisou revard for bin on acconrt of kis 
great paits, adviced tim to chaove his 
bene Sees, aod t) withdraw hinse:f trom a 
place where so powerful a cou piracy was 
made agaist bin. Bot be was not ¢a- 
able of fo'lowiag such wlhelesome adv ce 

h ove and hatred had to» mach blinded 
him, »¢ hated his enemies wit) too great a 

ssion to satisfy them in this point 5 bat 

e was vt more violently posse sed by 
love ; an! although this was diviled to- 
wards diferent objects, there was ose, 
nevertheless, which was the true object of 
his tender aifections, to which his heart 
was tied by such strong bands, that far 
from being able to break them, he had not 
the power to remove himself any distance 
from her. 

He r turned then to Londun, with a 
branch of laurel in his hand, as an ensign 
of his victorv” Persons that were indif- 
ferent!y concerned, were scandalized at 
his conduct, wherein he shewed so little 
modesty, his enemies were enraged, and 
his own frionds disapproved it. He took 

sesvion of his bene fices, and scarcely gave 

imself leisure ta hyeathe; so that, being 
wholly filled with the resentment of the 
injory that had been done him bv Duthi 
bant, he beeun his suit acainst him, and 
drove it so far that he obtained a decree 
from the Chamber of Tonrnelle, whit! er 
Dothibant was sent for, and repreved, and 
Wrs condemned to divers fries and repa- 
Fations_ ond ta nay the charg. s of the pro- 


cees,— Not eatislied with the right hitherto 
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(t 
dene him in this affair, he resolve 
carry on mis revenge as far as the |, 
woud permit; and in order thereto be 

(9 sue his enemies for reparation, dama 
and restitution of the p1: fits of his be, 
fices. It was in vain that his pring 
friends would have dissuaced him, upon 
consideration of what had already happeng 
to him, which ought to make him kp 
what his enemies were hke to do if 
attempted every way to drive them tom 
tremities, and to dist:ess their purse, 
which they would n:¢ be less sensi 
than they tiad shewec themselves in wy 
concerned their re: utation. —But | 
stars‘drew him te a precipice. Divi 
Providence, whose ways ar: impen 
trable, would pu:.ish bim for bis pid 
and debauchery, aud suffer at the sam 
ime to appear upow the theatre of th 
world, one of the tra teal acts wailed fag 
ficty cause to-be represente 
there from tin. to tine 3 and which neve 
Cito fiediate credulity ef the peopl 
21 approb:tion aud applause, which th 
experience of what is passed cought t 
hinder them from yi ing so lightly, ani 
which are the evii nt sigas of the weal. 
ness of man’s unde standing. . It is no 
time to give the reacer an account of the 
methods which the esemies of this w 
happy Priest took to rid themselves d 
him, who was tle object of their malice 
Mignon was the principal person concert 
ed, he set in order t!e springs of his © 
trigues, that he mici t have them 1n a co 
dition to play wh n he should find it cow 
venient; to thise: d he caused his scholan 
to be exercised in feigning to fall into cor 
vulsions, to make contortions and posture 
of their bodies, to the end they might gai 
a habit, and he forgot nothing for their i 
struction to make them appear true Dewr 
niacks. T'was beljeved that he Kept sovt 
of the simple and over-credulous Nuns it 
their error, in the fear which they had « 
Grst, and that by degrees he imsinua 
into them, that which he was desirous the 
should at last stroncly believe, and whic 
it was thought they really did: Hos 
‘ittle resemblance soever of truth ther 
mizht be in this imposture, he drew other 
into the party, who had no knowledge 
it in the beginning; he secured bi 

the fidelity of all those who were ens 

as well by oaths, as by the consideration 
the interest of the glory of God, and th 
Catholic Church ; persuading them that # 


zeal or Hay 


+ 
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would draw great advantages by this eater 


| 





f! 


e resolved 
P a8 the | 
thereto. be 
1on, damay 
Of his bes 
his pring 
Lim, upon 
ady happeng 
ke bim Kn 
- to do if} 
> them to 
clr purse, 
less Sens) | 
Ives in why 
it hj 
ice. Divi 
ir: Anipen 
rr tits ping 
at the san 
satire of th 
) W.ilca lag 
re presente 
wich neve 
the peogl 
which th 
d cuzht t 
lechtly, and 
E the weak. 
At is nos 
ount of the 
of this w 
omselves of 
heir malice, 
On concert 
of his ir 
m in 2 Cot 
find it cote 
his scholan 
Il into com 
nd postures 
might grat 
or their it 
rue Demr 
Kept some 
1s Nuns i 
bey had a 
insinuated 
sirous they 
and whic 
d: How 
ruth ther 
rew other 
owledge ol 
himeelf 


> er 


leration @, 


, and the 
m that # 


| Meme. 7 
almost of the same character with Mignon, 


157] 
rize, whick would serve to confound the 
leretics, of whomsthe tewa was very full, 


and be rid of a peraicious curate, who, by 
b his debaucheries, had dishonoured bis cha- 


racter, Wio was also a secret Heretic, and 
who drew a numerous company of seuls 
jnto hell; adding, that their Convent 
would not fail to obtain, by this means, an 


bextraordinary reputation ; and that the gifts 
band alms that would be bestowed would 


bring a great plenty, which was then want- 
tiny; ina word, he forgot nothing that he 


‘believed would contribute to his designs, 
sand when 


he saw that the business 
was very near to the point of perfec- 
tion, which he wished, he began to exer- 


‘cise the superior, and two other Nuns. 


The report of the Nuns being possessed 


| beginning to be whispered about the town, 
Mignon thought it high time to draw some 


assistants into his plot, at first he called 


ito his exorcisms Peter Barre, Curate of 


St. James of Climon, and Canon of St. 
He was a bigot and a hypocrite, 


but much more melancholic, and more 
enthusiastic, and who practised a thousand 
extravagancies, that he might pass for a 


‘Saint. He came to Loudun, at the head 
‘of his parishioners, whom he led in pro- 


cession, coming all the way on: foot, that 
he might the better put a gloss upon his 


hypocrisy. —After that these two pretended 


exoreists had busied themselves together 
very privately for ten or twelve days, they 


believed this act was in a condition to be 


exposed upon the stage, to the eyes of the 
public, and for this effect they resolved to 
inform the magistrates of the lamentable 


condition of these Nuns, to whom they 


employed Granger, Curate ‘of Veiner, a 
man malicious and impudent, feared and 
hated of ‘all the priests in the country, 
because, being in favour with the Bishop of 
Poitiers, he many times did them ill offices 
with him: He had never any diflerence 
with Grandier, but had even received some 
services from him, which did not hinder 
him from suffering himsélf to be tampered 


pwith by Mignon and Trinquant, and enter- 


ing openly into the league with them.— 
3 went then om Monday, the 11th of 
Jetober, 1632, to find William de Ca- 
~e de ia Gueramere, Bailiff of the’ 
oudanois, and Lewis Chanvet, Lieute- 
hant-Civil, and he intreated them, on the 

half of the exorcists, to come to the 
*nvent of the Ursulines, to see the two 
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to them that it concerned them to be pre- 
sent at the exorcisins, and to see the strange 
and almost incredible ciiects of this pos- 
session. He told them that there was one 
who answered in Lattx to all questions 
that could be put to her, although she had 
no knowledge of the languages before this 
accident. ‘The two magistrates went to 
the Convent, either to assist at the exor- 
cisms, or to authorize them if they found 
themselves obliged, or to stop the course 
of this illusion, if they judged the posses- 
sion to be feigned and counterfeited, 
Mignon met them with his surplice and 
tippet ; he told them that the Nuns had 
been disturbed for fifteen days with appa- 
ritions and frightful visions, and that after 
that the Mother Superior, and two other 
Nuns, had been visibly possessed for eight 
or ten days by evil spirits, that they 
had been driven out of their bodies, as well 
by the ministry of him, as of Barre, and 
some other religious Carmelites; but that 
on Saturday night, the 16th of the month, 
the Mother Superior, named Jane Belsiel, 
the daughter of the late Baron of Cose, of 
the country of Zaintonge, and a Lay-sister, 
the daughter of Muignoux, bad been tor- 
mented afresh, and that they were possess- 
ed again by the same spirits; that they 
had discovered in their exorcising that this 
was done by a new pact or covenant, the 
symbol or mark whereof were roses, as the 
token of the first had been three black 
thorns. ‘That the evil spirits had net been 
willing to name themselves during the first 
possession, but that he who then possessed 
the Mother Prioress, called himself the 
enemy of God, and said bis name was 
Astaroth ; and that he who possessed the 
Lay-sister, named himself Sabulun, At 
last he told them, that the possessed were 
now taking their rest, and he desired them 
to defer their visit to another hour of the 
day. These two magistrates were ready 
to go out, when a Nun came to give them 
notice that the persons possessed were 
again tormented. They went up with 
Mignon and Granger, into an upper cham- 
ber, furnished with seven little beds, in 
one of which lay the Lay-sister, and the 
Prioress in another. This last was en- 
compassed with some Carmelites, with 
some of the Nuns of the Convent, with 
Matharin Resseau, Priest and Canon of 
St. Cross, and Manovin the surgeon. The — 
Superior had no sooner discovered the two 
magistrates, bat she had violent commo- 


tions, and performed strange actions ; she 
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- made a noise which was like tothat ofa pig; | that it would have been proper to ung 
she sunk down into the bed, and contract- | the Prioress upon this cause of animosity, 
ed herself into the postures and grimaces | whereof she had spoke in her answers: 
of a person who is out of his wits; a Car-| upon this he excused himself, that he wag 
melite friar was at her right hand, and! not allowed to make any questions of cy. 


' 


Mignon at her left, the last of these put 
bis two fingers into her mouth, zed pre- 
supposing that sh? was possessed, used 
many conjurations, and spake to the Vevil, 
who answered him after this manner in 
their first dialoene. 

Minor demanded, Propter quam cau- 
sam tneressus es tn corpus ujus virginis ? 
For what reason bast thou entered into the 
body of this virzin? A. Caxvsa Animosi- 
tatts ; Upon the account of 2 nimosity. Q. 
Per gtiod Pactum? By what Pact? A, 
Per flores. By flowers. Q. Quales ? 
What flowers? A. Rosas. Roses. 9. 
Quis misu? Whosent them? A. Ur- 
Banus. Urban, She pronounced not this 
word before she had stammered manv 
@ings, asif she had done it dy a con- 
straint. Q. Dic cognomen. Tell his 
Sirnane. A. Grandier. This was again 
a word which she pronounced not till she 
had been very much urged to answer. 
Q. Dic gualitatem. _ Mention his qaa'ity. 
A. Sacerdos. A Priest. Q. Cugus Ev- 
clesia 2? “OF what Church? A. Sanctr 
Petri. OF Saint Peters. She uttered 
these last words very boldly. Q. Qua 
ersona attlet flores? What person 
broucht the flowers? A. Drubolica. A 
dirbolical person. She came to her senses 
after this last answer; she prayed to God, 
and she tried to eat a little bread, which 
was brought her; ate put it from her, how- 
ever, a little after, saying she was not 
able to swallow it, because it was too dry. 
There was broucht to her liquid sweet- 
aneats, of which she eat but very lit- 
tle, because she was frequently | per- 
lexed by the return of her convalsions. 

he Bailiff and Lieutenant, who stood 
nest her, and observed with good attea- 
tion that which passed, seeing that they 
fave no more any sizn of a possession, 
withdrew towards the windew. Mignon 
came near them and said, that in’ the 
action which was presented, there was 
something like the History of Peter Gan- 
fredi, who was put to death hy virtue of a 
decree of the Parliament of Aix, ia Pro- 


vem@e; to whom there wos no answer) 


made, but the Licutenant-Civil told him, 


Sennen sianane 





(To be continued.) 


riosity.—The Lay-Sister had also several 
convulsions, and the motions of her body 
seemed very extraordinary. They Were 
desirous to propose some questions to her, 
but she cried out twice, To the other, Ty 
the other; which was interpreted as if she 
had been willing to sav, that "twas only 
the Superior who was sufficiently instructed 
to answer. The Judges retired, and um. 
derstood the same questions had heen al- 
ready put divers times to the Nuns, espe. 
cialy in the presence of Paul Gronar, 
Judge of the Provostship of Loudun, and 
of Tringquant, the King’s attorney, of 
which, and all other things they bad seen 
and heard, they drew up a verbal process, 
and signed it. 

The noise which this possession began 
to make produced diferent opinions ; the 
devout souls, who regarded with respect and 
veneration the mivisters of the Church, 
and who were inelined: to receive blind 
fold, and without imquiry, all that was 
presented to them on their part, conld not 
persnade themselves that Barre, Mignon, 
the Carmelites, Ursulines, Priests, Friars 
and Nuns, could possibly be the anthors af 
so wicked a contrivance, or invent s0 
devilish an imposture.—But the World. 
lings, not judzing so charitably, were more 
inclined to suspect the whole: they could 
not comprehend how these devils, who hap- 
pened to go out at one door, did as quick!y 
re-enter at another, to the confusion of the 
ministers of him by whose authority they 
had been dispossessed. They were ast 
nished that the devils of the Superior 
spake Latrn, rather than that of the Lay- 
sister ; and that she spake not better than 
a scholar of the second form.—They made 
reflections upon this, that Mignon had not 
been willing to interrogate her upon the 
canse of the animpsity, of which he himself 
had spoken, and they concluded that it was 
because the devil was at the end of hs 
lesson; that he had not as yet learnt ary 
further ; and that he was obliged to play 
the same part before all sorts of spectators 
eceing he had spoke nothing before the 
Bailif, bat what he had already spoké 
before the Judge of the Pro 
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